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CABINET 
Gloucestershire 

County 
Council 

1 February 2012 

Minutes 

 

 
 

PRESENT 
MEMBERSHIP: 

 

Cllr Mark Hawthorne - Leader of Council 

Cllr Paul McLain - Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Vulnerable 
Families 

Cllr Andrew Gravells - Cabinet Member for Health and Wellbeing 

Cllr Will Windsor-Clive - Cabinet Member for Communities 

Cllr Chas Fellows - Cabinet Member for Planning, Economy and 
Environment 

Cllr Jackie Hall - Cabinet Member for Schools, Education and Skills 

Cllr Ray Theodoulou - Cabinet Member for Finance and Change 

Apologies: Cllr Antonia Noble 

 
Copies of any Equality/Community Impact Assessments prepared in relation 
to reports considered at this meeting were published on the web-site prior to 
the start of the meeting, and Cabinet members provided with an individual 
copy of each. 
 

5. Minutes  
 
Resolved 
 
That the minutes of the meeting held on 20 January be approved as a correct 
record. 
 

6. Declarations of Interest  
 
No declarations of interest were made. 
 

7. Questions at Cabinet Meetings  
 
No written or oral questions were received. 
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8. Gloucestershire Fire & Rescue Service Integrated Risk Management Plan 

consultation outcomes and implementation.  
 
Will Windsor Clive, Cabinet Member for Communities, introduced this report. 
 
Mr Windsor Clive confirmed in response to questions that the proposed changes to 
the crewing level for aerial appliances were not envisaged as being likely to 
detrimentally affect the deployment times.  It was hoped that the slightly slower 
response times expected would actually result in a more immediate site deployment 
once the unit arrived.  He also explained that training Fire and Rescue staff 
volunteers in the use of such emergency medical equipment as defibrillators would 
allow greater support to be provided to the Ambulance service since Fire and 
Rescue crews were often the first emergency personnel to reach an incident.  It 
was hoped that this policy would help to save more lives.     
 
Having considered the report including the options highlighted, Cabinet 
 
Resolved 
 
That approval is given to the implementation of the recommendations as outlined 
within the consultation document. 
 
 

9. Report of the Budget and Performance Overview and Scrutiny Committee  
 
Cllr Dennis Andrewartha as Chairman of the Budget and Performance Overview & 
Scrutiny Committee presented the Committee’s final report on the Draft 2012/13 
budget. 
 
During his presentation Cllr Andrewartha highlighted that the Committee would be 
particularly interested in the Cabinet’s response to the recommendations relating to 
engagement with the scrutiny process, Highways, Trading Standards and the 
Customer Experience.  He also took the opportunity to thank the Leader of Council 
and the Chief Executive for their willingness to discuss a whole range of matters, 
and all officers for their support for the Committee’s work. 
 
Mark Hawthorne, Leader of Council, confirmed that he shared the Committee’s 
concerns over the possible changes to the customer experience which he 
welcomed as being an area for Scrutiny to consider in detail. 
 
Resolved 
 
That the report is noted.  
 

10. Council Strategy and MTFS 2012/13 onwards  
 
Mark Hawthorne, Leader of Council, outlined the budget proposals and the 

refreshed Council Strategy for 2012/13 for recommendation to Council.  
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Ray Theodoulou, Cabinet Member for Finance and Change, highlighted the main 

changes which had been made in response to the results of the consultation period.   

Mr Hawthorne was pleased to note that responses during the consultation period 

had broadly supported the proposed budget.  All Cabinet members welcomed the 

proposals to provide investment for Gloucestershire’s businesses, young people 

and infrastructure which would hopefully allow the county’s economy to be 

maintained and grow. 

Cabinet’s attention was drawn by Mr Hawthorne to two proposed amendments to 

the recommendations listed in the report: 

Recommendation 4, part 3 – replace the words ‘with a Gloucestershire postcode’ 

with ‘within Gloucestershire’ 

and 

Recommendation 7 – insert the words ‘a capital programme as set out in the 

MTFS’ after the words ‘£392.203 million’ 

Having considered the report including the options highlighted, and agreed to the 

proposed amendments as detailed above, Cabinet 

Resolved To Recommend 

 
1. That the 2012/13 update of the Council Strategy 2011-2015 is approved 

Council. 
 

2. That approval is given to the content and funding of the Economic Stimulus 
package summarised in paragraph 9 in the report, and given in more detail in 
Annex 5 of the MTFS, specifically regarding the Local Authority Mortgage 
Scheme to approve: 

• An initial commitment of £1 million of funding to be used to participate 

in a “cash-backed” indemnity Local Government Mortgage Scheme 

with an appropriate lender from April 2012 or the nearest possible 

date thereafter, and authorise the Cabinet Member for Finance and 

the Strategic Finance Director to extend the scheme with other 

lenders with a maximum additional investment of £1 million. 

• A maximum mortgage level of £152,000, giving a maximum indemnity 

per mortgage of £30,400. 

• That the scheme only applies to first time buyers who are purchasing 

a property within Gloucestershire. 

• That  an indemnity is given to the Monitoring Officer to cover not only 

the arrangements under the LAM scheme currently being discussed 

with one appropriate lender, but also for arrangements the Council 
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enters with any other lender under LAM scheme (to the extent so 

requested by a lender). 
 

3. That approval is given to the Treasury Management Strategy, Investment 
Strategy and Prudential Indicators as set out in Section Q and Annex 12 of 
the MTFS.  

 
4. A revenue budget of £392.203 million, a capital programme as set out in the 

MTFS, and a band D council tax of £1090.50 (the same level as in 2011/12), 
and consequential precepts on District Councils. 

 
and further more 
 
Resolved 
 
1. That the outcome of the consultation received to date, as summarised in 

Section D of the MTFS and set out in the consultation report is noted. 
 
2. That approval is given to the changes to the draft budget as set out in 

paragraphs 5 to 12 (revenue) and 13 (capital), which are now included within 
the MTFS.  

 

3. That approval is given to the allocations of the Dedicated Schools Grant as 
set out in Section I of the MTFS, and in particular that : 

 

• The DfE updates and current information on DSG for 2012/13 is noted. 
 

• Approval is given to the DSG commitments and savings proposals for 
2012/13. 

 

• Approval is given to the proposed use of DSG balances. 
 

• The decision not to formula fund Pupil Referral Units for 2012/13 is 
noted. 

 
4. That the final local government finance settlement, forecast reserve 

movements and capital programmes, as set out in the MTFS and, subject to 
any further consultation responses is noted.  

 
5. That the current position relating to the outstanding deposits in Icelandic 

Banks, as detailed in Section M of the MTFS, and the proposed use of the 
Impairment Reserve in 2013/14, subject to the Council receiving final 
confirmation and clarification of the detail is noted. 

 

6. That the financial position for 2011/12 is noted, and that approval is given to 
the transfer of £0.867 million to the Transformation Reserve, as set out in 
Section G and Annex 6 of the MTFS. 
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11. Re-submission of Bid to the Government's Local Sustainable Transport Fund.  
 
This report was introduced by Chas Fellows, Cabinet Member for Economy and the 
Environment. 
 
Paul McLain, Cabinet Member for Vulnerable Families, explained that he was also 
a member of Cheltenham Borough Council and as such had become aware of 
some disquiet expressed by some residents of Cheltenham over the proposal for 
the Boots corner road scheme which formed part of this joint bid.  He therefore 
proposed that further reassurances be sought from the Borough Council to confirm, 
before the bid was submitted, that this scheme was integral to the regeneration of 
Cheltenham; that full consideration had been given to the likely impact of the 
closure of this road, that alternatives had been considered and that the economic 
benefits outweighed the likely impact on traffic flows in this area of Cheltenham. 
 
He therefore proposed that the following words be added to Recommendation (a) in 
the report: 
 
That approval is given, subject to the Council receiving in writing from Cheltenham 
Borough Council confirmation that this project is key to their regeneration 
plans…….. 
 
Cabinet, having considered the report including the options highlighted, accepted 
the amendment as detailed above, then 
 
Resolved 
 

 

(a) That approval is given, subject to the Council receiving in writing from 
Cheltenham Borough Council confirmation that this project is key to their 
regeneration plans for the Council to submit a bid as outlined in this report to 
the Government by 24th February 2012. 
 

(b) That the Commissioning Director: Communities and Infrastructure in 
consultation with the Cabinet Member for Economy and Environment is 
given delegated authority to make minor changes to the bid before 
submission on 24th February 2012. 

 

 
 

12. The Elmbridge Transport Major Scheme.  
 
This report was introduced by Chas Fellows, Cabinet Member for Economy and the 
Environment. 
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During his introduction Mr Fellows confirmed that this scheme now only covered the 
introduction of park and ride with improvements to the road junction and no longer 
included any proposals for a parkway railway station facility. 
 
Having considered the report, including the options highlighted, Cabinet 
 
Resolved 
 

That: 
 

• Authorisation is given for officers to respond to the DfT, and confirm 
acceptance of the ‘Terms and Conditions of Funding’, including certification 
from the County’s Section 151 Officer, as per the decision letter request (DfT 
decision letter shown as Appendix B). 
 

• Support is given to the continued funding by GCC for preparatory elements 
of the Elmbridge Transport Major Scheme Bid, to enable a bid for Full 
Approval for the Elmbridge Transport MSB to be made to the Dft, subject to 
the criteria included within the ‘Full Approval’ section of the decision letter 
request (DfT decision letter shown as Appendix B).   
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Leader of Council 
 
Meeting concluded at 10.55am  

 
 


